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France an order for his recall, and with it his successor,
M. Godeheu, a miserable creature, whose sole Recall of
guiding ideas were hatred of Dupleix and his Dupleix.
policy, and peace at any price with the English. The
French Directors were incapable of entering into
Dupleix's magnificent plans ; they looked for dividends,
not for empire. The protraction of the war alarmed
them, and they were simple enough to give ear to the
complaints of the English Company, who represented
Dupleix as the sole obstacle to tranquillity. So the order
was sent forth which recalled him home with his great
work uncompleted, and that order sounded, though no
one knew it, the knell of French rule in India.
§ 3. dive in Bengal.
Dupleix had not long left India when Clive returned
to it as Governor of Fort St. David, and with a com-
mission as lieutenant-colonel in the English clive returns
army.    His arrival was most opportune.   Two to India.
or three months  after he landed  at  Fort  St. David,
'appalling news were received from Bengal.    The Nabob
Surajah Dowlah, a feeble-minded but ferocious boy, had
besieged and taken Calcutta, and its capture had been
followed by a frightful atrocity.    All the European in-
habitants who had not made their  escape before the
place surrendered, 146 in number, were confined on an
unusually sultry night  in  a dungeon  called ^      ^
the Black Hole, a room eighteen feet square, Hole, June
which communicated with the air only by two I9> I756-
small windows barred with iron  and obstructed by a
verandah.    The sufferings of the prisoners are too hor-
rible for description.    Only twenty-three survived  the
night, and these came forth in the morning c the ghastliest
forms that were ever seen alive.'

